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Wauxku,  a  post  lOWJi  in^  ^iGrrimack  county,  is  sitiintcd 
■west  of  Boscavveu  ;  firiecii  miles  nordnvest  of  Concord,  in 
the  latitude  of  43  dcgi-ees  10  minutes  north.  It  has  Sut- 
ton, Wihnot,  and  Salisl)ury,  on  the  north,  i-Josoaweu  on  the 
east,  iTo|)kinto]i  and  llenniker  on  the  south,  and  Bradford 
on  the  v.-est,nnd  contains  ^O.GilO  acres,  including  Keni-sargc 
Ooi'C,  which  was  annexed  to  AVanier  ])y  an  act  of  the  leg- 
islature, June  1818.  The  Gore,  which  is  a  strip  of  land 
Jying  hetAYcen  Salishury  and  Sutton,  extends  from  the  orig- 
inal north  line  of  Vrarnertothc  highest  peak  of  Kearsargc 
mountain,  and  contains  1,0-0  acres. 

Warner  was  first  granted  hy  the  government  of  jMassa- 
chusetts  Bay  to  sundry  petitioners  in  Ameshury  and  Salis- 
hury, iji  that  then  province,  as  eaily  as  1 73").  The  condi- 
tions of  tlie  gi'ant  were  Sjjecified  in  the  rep,ort  of  a  com- 
mittee to  the  legislature  of  that  state  as  follows,  viz: 

At  a  great  and  genei'al  court  or  assiunhly  foi-  Ins  ^fajes- 
ty's  province  of  the  .Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  Ihiglaml, 
hegan  and  held  at  l)Oston,  upon  Wediu-^sday  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  ;^hly,  1731,  and  continued  hy  several  adjourn- 
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ments  to  Wednesday  the  nineteenth  day  of  November,  and 
further  continued  by  adjournments  to  Wednesday  tlie  tliirty 
first  day  of  December  lolloping,  theii  met  Tbursday,  Jan- 
uary 15,  lT3o. 

Edmund  Quincy,  Esquire,  from  the  committee  of  both 
houses  on  petitions  for  towns]iI{>s,  c*v'c.,  gave  in  the  following 
report,  viz:  —  The  committee  ap])ointed  the  fourteenth  cur- 
rent to  take  into  consideration  the  several  i)etitions  for 
townshi|)3  before  the  court,  and  report  what  may  be  ])ro])er 
for  the  court  to  do  thereon,  having  met  and  maturely  con- 
sidered the  same,  are  humbly  of  o})inion  that  there  l)e  a 
careful  view  and  survey  of  the  lands  between  ^lerrimack 
and  Connecticut  rivers,  from  the  northwest  coi-ner  of  Rum- 
ford  [Concord]  on  ]\Ierrimack,  to  Ihc  great  falls  on  Con- 
necticut, of  twelve  jniles  at  the  least  in  bi'cadth  or  north 
and  south  ;  by  a  committee  of  eleven  able  and  suilaljle  })cr- 
sons  to  be  appointed  by  this  court,  who  shall  after  a  due 
knowledge  of  the  nature  and  circumstances  thereof,  lay  the 
same  into  as  many  townships  of  the  contents  of  six  miles 
square  as  the  land  in  width  as  aforesaid  will  allovr  of;  no 
townships  to  be  more  than  six  nriles  east  and  west  ;  and 
also  lay  out  the  land  on  the  east  side  of  Connecticut  river 
from  said  falls  to  the  township  laid  out  to  Josiah  Willard 
and  others,  into  as  many  townships  of  the  contents  of  six 
miles  square  as  the  same  will  allow  of;  and  also  the  land 
on  the  west  side  of  the  river  of  Connecticut  from  said  falls 
to  the  equivalent  land  into  one  or  Uvo  townships  of  the 
contents  of  six  miles  square,  if  the  same  will  allow  thereof. 
Five  of  which  committee  to  be  a  quorum  for  surveying  and 
laying  out  the  tovrnship  on  each,  fi'om  Rumford  to  Con- 
necticut river  as  aforesaid;  and  three  of  the  committee 
aforenamed  shall  be  a  quorum  for  surveying  and  laying  out 
the  townships  on  each  side  of  Connecticut  river  as  afore- 
said ;  and  that  the  said  committee  make  report  of  their 
doings  to  this  court  at  their  session  in  ^^lay  next,  or  as  soon 
as  convenienily  tbey  can,  tbat  (he  persuus  whose  names 
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arc  contained  in  the  several  petitions  hereafter  mentioned, 
viz.  in  the  petition  of  Ilopkinton,  in  the  petition  of  Salis- 
bury and  Amcsbnry,  in  the  petition  of  Cambridge,  in  the 
petition  of  ]3radford  and  Wenham,  in  the  petition  of 
IlaverlilU,  in  the  petition  of  Milton  and  Brookline,.  in 
the  petition  of  Samuel  Chamberlain  and  Jonathan  Jewett, 
and  in  tlie  petition  of  Nathaniel  Harris,  etc.,  in  the 
petition  of  ^forgan  Cobb,  ttc,  Jonatlian  Wells,  etc.,  Ijvs- 
comb  and  Johnson,  etc.,  in  the  petition  of  Isaac  Little, 
&c.,  in  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Powei'S,  &c.,  John 
Whitman,  Esq.,  etc.,  Samuel  Haywood,  ttc.j  Josiah  Fasset 
and  others,  John  Flint  and  others,  Jonathan  IIow  and  oth- 
ers of  Bridge watci",  tliat  liave  not  heretofore  been  admitted 
grantees  or  settlers  within  the  space  of  seven  years  last 
past  of  or  in  any  former  or  other  grant  of  a  township  or 
particular  grant  on  coiulitioii  of  settling  ;  and  that  shall 
appear  and  give  security  to  the  value  of  forty  pounds  to 
perform  the  coiiditions  that  shall  l)e  enjoined  by  this  court ; 
may  by  tlse  major  part  of  the  committee  bo  admitted  grant- 
ees into  one  of  the  said  townships  ;  the  committee  to  give 
pu1)hc  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  their  meeting  to 
adn:iit  the  grantees  ;  which  con:nnittee  shall  be  empowered 
to  employ  surveyors  and  chninmen  to  assist  them  in  snr- 
Ycying  and  laying  out  said  townships.  The  province  to 
bear  the  charge  and  be  repaid  by  the  grantees  who  may  be 
admitted.  The  whole  charge  they  shall  advance,  which 
connnittee  we  apprelicnd  ought  to  be  dii-ccted  and  emj)ov,'- 
ercd  to  admit  sixty  settlors  in  each  township,  and  take  their 
honds  paya])le  to  the  connnittee  and  their  successors  in  the 
said  trust  to  the  use  of  the  province  for  the  })erformance  of 
the  conditions  of  their  gi-ant,  viz.  That  each  grantee  build 
a  dwclli]ig  house  of  eighteen  feet  sqnare  and  seven  feet 
stud  at  the  least  on  their  respective  house  lots,  and  fence 
in  and  break  up  for  ploughing,  or  clear  and  stock  with 
English  grass  five  acres  of  land  within  three  years  next 
after  their  admittance,  and  cause  tlieir  respective  lots  to  be 
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inhabited  ;  and  tliat  tlic  grantees  do,  within  the  space  of 
three  years  from  the  time  of  Iheir  being  admitted,  build 
and  finish  a  convenient  meeting  house  for  tlie  public  wor- 
ship of  God,  and  settle  a  learned  orthodox  minister.  And 
in  case  any  of  the  grantees  shall  fail  or  neglect  to  perform 
what  is  enjoined  as  above,  the  committee  shall  bo  obliged 
to  put  the  bonds  in  suit,  and  take  possession  of  the  lots 
and  rights  that  shall  becou"ie  forfeited,  and  proceed  to  gi-ant 
them  to  other  persons  that  Avill  appear  to  fulfil  t!ie  condi- ' 
tion  within  one  year  next  after  their  last  mentioned  gi-ant. 
And  if  a  sufhcient  number  of  petitioners  that  have  no 
grant  within  seven  years  as  aforesaid,  viz.  sixty  to  each 
township,  do  ]iot  appear,  others  may  be  admitted,  pro- 
vided they  have  fulfilled  the  conditions  of  their  former 
grant.  The  committee  to  take  care  that  there  l^e  sixty 
three  house  lots  laid  out  in  as  regular,  comi>act  and  defens- 
iljle  a  manner  as  the  land  will  admit  of;  one  of  which  lots 
shall  be  for  the  first  settled  minister,  one  f()r  the  second 
settled  Uiinistcr,  and  one  for  the  school ;  to  each  of  which 
an  equal  proportion  of  land  shall  accrue  hi  ail  futui'C  di- 
visions. 

Fi  tday^  Janvarij  IG,  1735.  In  the  house  of  ]e}ircgcnta- 
tives,  ordered,  that  Joseph  Geri'ish,  Benjamin  Iboscot,  Jo- 
siah  AVillard,  Job  Almy,  Es(p-s.  Mr.  Moses  ]\'ai-son,  and 
Capt.  Joseph  Gould,  with  such  as  the  honouraUe  board 
shall  join,  be  a  committee  to  all  intents  and  })nrposes  to  ef- 
fect the  business  projected  by  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  both  houses  to  consider  the  jjctitioiis  for  townshi])S,  which 
passed  this  day,  viz.  On  the  projiosed  line  between  ^lerri- 
mack  and  Connecticut  rivers,  and  on  botli  sides  of  Con- 
necticut river ;  and  that  there  1)0  gj-anted  and  rdlowed  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  ])nblic  treasury,  after  the  rale  of  fifteen 
shillings  per  diem,  for  every  day  he  is  in  the  service  in  the 
woods,  and  sul)sistencc,  and  ten  shillings  per  diem  for 
every  day  to  each  one  of  the  said  committee  while  in  the 
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service  in  aclmittiiig  settlers  into  tlic  said  townships,  and 
subsistence,  to  be  paid  as  aforesaid. 

In  council^  Head  and  concurred,  and  William  Dudley, 
Samuel  Wells,  Tliomas  Berry,  Joseph  Wildci',  and  John 
Chandler,  jr.,  Esqrs.,  are  joined  with  the  committee  of  the 
house  for  tlic  line  between  Merrimack  and  Connecticut  riv- 
ers, <tc. 

At  a  great  and  general  coni  t,  held  in  Boston  the  twenty 
fourth  day  of  Noveml)er,  odc  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
thirty  six,  the  following  vote  |)asscd  the  two  houses,  and 
was  consented  to  ])y  tlie  governor,  viz. :  Voted,  that  ^Ir. 
Thonias  Stevens,  of  Amesbury,  ]je  and  hereljy  is  cm])Ow- 
cred  to  assemble  the  grantees  of  tlie  tov/nship,  number  one, 
\\\o\\  ^VarncrJ  lying  in  tlic  line  of  towns  belween  the  riv- 
ers of  Connecticut  and  aMei'j-imack,  giving  timely  notice  to 
the  said  grantees  adniitted  into  the  said  townshi])  by  the 
connnittce  of  this  court,  to  meet  and  asseiuble  at;  some  suit- 
able ])lace,  in  order  to  choose  a  moderator  and  ])i-oprietors' 
clerk,  and  committee  to  allot  and  divide  their  lands  and  to 
dispose  of  the  same,  and  to  ]mss  such  votes  ajid  orders  as 
by  them  may  be  thought  conducive  for  the  speedy  fulfilment 
of  the  conditions  of  their  grant,  and  also  to  agree  ufjon 
methods  for  calling  of  ineetings  for  the  future.  Provided, 
none  of  their  votes  concerning  the  dividing  or  disposing  of 
their  lands,  that  shall  1)0  ])assed  while  they  are  ujider  the 
care  and  direction  of  the  committee  of  this  court,  shall  be 
of  force  befoi'C  they  are  allowed  of  by  the  said  committee. 

By  order  of  tlie  great  and  general  court  to  Deac.  Thomas 
Stevens,  the  ])roprietors  of  the  township  Xo.  1  met  April 
25,  1787.  After  organizing  their  meeting,  the  pro|)]'ietors 
chose  a  committee  to  lay  out  and  divide  the  township  ac- 
cording as  they  njay  receive  instructions  from  time  to  time 
from  them.  At  that  meeting  it  was  voted  to  divide  the 
intervale  equally  among  the  })roj)rieto]s  according  to  (pian- 
tity  and  quality  ;  also  to  divide  the  \ipland  lots  where  it 
niay  be  thought  most  eligible  for  settlements.    The  propri- 
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etors  appointed  the  third  Vrediiesday  of  March  as  tlio  time 
for  tlicir  annual  meetings. 

At  a  meeting  of  tlie  proprictoi's  holden  at  Amesbniy, 
Mass.,  i\Iarc]i  15,  17-38,  it  was  deterinined  to  lay  out  sixty- 
three  five-acre  lots  for  settlement.  Chose  a  xiommittec  for 
that  purpose.  Also  chose  their  first  board  of  selectmen. 
March  17,  Thomas  Kowel  and  Joiiiitlian  l]ai-]iaj-d  took  the 
oath  of  oflice  as  selectmen,  before  Orlando  l^agley,  justice 
of  the  peace. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  (lie  townshi})  No.  1, 
June  23,  1788,  the  committee  appoiiitcd  to  make  sumo  sur- 
veys for  settlements,  etc.  reported,,  that  they  had  laid  out 
sixty-three  house  lots,  containing  al>out  five  ac)"es  each. 
These  lots  were  laid  out  in  the  vicinity  of  Gen.  Aquila  Pa- 
vis'  mills. 

The  following  individuals  drew  for  their  lots  at  llial  tiuic, 
and  contijuied  their  interest  in  the  tov/n  till  its  linal  settle- 
ment, viz :  John  Allen,  John  Hoyt,  Jacob  Cun-iei',  Joseph 
Quimby,  Samuel  Ixirnard,  John  Clialiis,  .Ebenezer  \\'ells, 
Nehemiah  Ordway,  John  Jewet,  Joseph  Jones,  John  Nich- 
ols, David  Iving,  Eliha  Gould,  Sle])he]i  ?.lo)'rill,  tlolm  Ih-es- 
sey,  Stephen  Sargent,  William  Straw,  lienjamin  Tucker, 
Aaron  Howell,  Jonathan  Presscy,  GideoJi  L'owell,  Jarvis 
Ring,  Francis  Davis,  Jolm  Sargent,  Joiuithan  Ihii'iiard, 
Jolni  J ev.^cl,  James  Ordway,  Paine  Wingate,  Sanniel  Straw, 
Ichai)od  Colby,  Jeremiah  Flanders,  'Jliouias  Rowel  1.  One 
lot  was  reserved  for  the  hrst  settled  minister,  one  for  the 
second  minister,  and  one  for  the  u.se  of  a  school.  ^\s  the 
remainder  of  the  con)])lement,  sixiy-three,  were  not  con- 
nected with  the  proprietors  till  the  town  was  settled,  their 
names  are  here  omitted. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  })roprietors  Jan.  21,  17^0,  they  took 
.some  n^ieasures  to  clear  a  road  from  Contoocook  Fiver  to 
the  meeting-house  lot  in  township  No.  1,  also  to  erect  a 
saw-mill. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the  township  No.  1, 
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lioldcn  in  Amesljiiry  (Massachusetts)  ]\Tarcli  21,1739,  Vot- 
ed U>  pa}'  Orlando  Colby,  Joseph  Jewell  and  John  Challis, 
Jr.  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  in  province  bills  of  the 
(Jd  tenor,  to  build  a  good  saw  mill ;  and  if  any  ])i'0[)rietor 
should  neglect  to  pay  his  proportion  for  said  mill  ])y  the 
last  of  August,  his  right  in  the  township  shonld  he  exposed 
for  sale  at  auction  for  tlie  payment  as  the  law  directs. 

At  the  same  meeting  the  following  preamlde  and  vote 
passed,  viz.  "  "Whereas  the  proprietors  of  the  township 
No.  1,  before  they  had  i-eceived  any  ])ai-ticular  directions 
from  the  General  Court  to  call  a  meeting  in  order  to  the 
laying  out  land  in  said  townshij)  for  settlonent,  supposed 
they  had  power  to  call  a  meeting  for  bushicss  aforesaid,  and 
accordingly  assembled  on  October  the  7th,  173G,  and  then 
chose  a  committee  to  lay  out  a  division  of  upland  as  by  the 
record  of  said  towiiship  may  a))])ear,  whereas  the  commit- 
tee chosen  laid  out  sixty-thj-ee  forty  aci-e  lots  and  made  re- 
turn of  thei]-  doings  to  the  acccj)tance  of  the  proprietoi-s, 
who  drew  their  lots,  as  by  said  records  mayapj^ear  ;  hut 
whereas  for  ^\ant  of  direction  and  formal  orders  front  the 
Oeneral  Court  to  call  a  meeting  and  proceed  in  said  Itusi- 
ricss  as  afoi'csaid,  the  said  meeting  and  tlie  business  done 
at  that  time  and  Cinisequent  n[)on  them  not  being  authentic 
and  bindiiur,  it  was  })i'uposed  Avhether  tb.e  jiropi'ietcirs  of 
said  township  being  now  legally  empowered  to  assemble 
and  pass  any  acts  for  theii*  own  bein^fit,  did  ap))rove  of  their 
oi'iginal  meetings  and  tlie  division  of  land  and  draujzhr  of 
the  lots  referred  to,  and  wo\dd  ])i'cfer  the  same  to  the  Oen- 
eral  Court's  Committee  for  confirmation.  Voted  in  tlie 
aflu'mative." 

The  meetings  referred  to  in  the  above  preamble  and  V(:)te, 
were  held  at  Ameslniry,  the  first  in  Oct.  178(),  at  which 
meeting  David  IVing,  Benjamin  'I'ueker,  Timothy  Colby, 
Josej'h  Jewel,  and  Isaac  Chandler  were  clioseu  ;is  ;i  com- 
mittee to  survey  sixty-three  forty  aero  lots,  leaving  it  at 
their  discretion  to  make  the  lots  as  near  cqnnl  as  may  be  as 
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to  quantity  and  quality.  The  second  was  lioldcu  Xov.  25, 
of  tlio  same  yeai-,  at  which  time  tlie  committee  exliibitcd  a 
plan  of  surveys  of  tlie  number  of  lots  as  above  named,  in 
^onr  ranges,  wliich  report  was  accej)tcd.  In  order  to  under- 
stand more  fully  the  relative  situations  of  i)!aces,  reference 
should  be  had  to  tlie  jjlan  of  the  town. 

May  28,  1740,  the  proprietors  held  their  first  meeting  in 
this  town  for  the  inn-pose  of  examining  the  saw-niill  and 
other  imi)rovements.  The  mill  was  accepted.  At  a  meet- 
ing of  the  i)ropiietors  in  June,  1740,  provisions  were  made 
for  building  a  dam  at  the  saw-mill,  and  shortly  after  meas- 
ures were  taken  to  induce  settlers  to  move  into  the  town. 
At  a  pro])rietors'  meeting  holdoi  at  Amesbury,  August  29, 
1740,  they  voted  to  give  twenty  ]»ounds  to  each  of  the  five 
first  settlcj-s  tlial  will  settle  on  the  conditions  o("  thu  grant 
and  make  such  ini])rovements  as  are  therein  letjuii-ed.  In 
October  following,  the  ]»-o[)riolors  chose  aii  ag(mt,  Ca\)t. 
Thomas  Itowel,  to  petition  the  King's  ]\rost  Excellent  Maj- 
esty to  allow  tliis  township  to  remain  nnder  the  govern- 
ment of  Massachusetts.  Nov.  17th,  the  proi)rietorb  of  the 
township  No.  1,  in  the  line  of  towns,  as  it  was  denominated 
on  the  clerk's  book,  chose  two  agents  to  })etition  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  of  New-Hampshii-e,  to  issue  orders  and 
dii  ection  to  Ijring  forward  the  settlement  of  said  township. 
From  the  foregoing  date  to  Jan.  1740,  there  was  but  very 
little  done  towards  the  contemplated  settlement.  In  1749, 
the  pro])rietors  erected  at  their  expense  four  houses  on  Ihe 
five  acre  building  lots  near  ^vhere  Gen.  Davis'  house  now 
stands.  The  pei-sons  employed  for  that  service  were  Thom- 
as CoUty,  Moses  ]\torrill,  Jarvis  King,  and  Gideon  Straw. 

The  war  with  France  commencing  about  this  time,  occa- 
sioned a  suspension  of  all  proceedings  relative  to  the  set- 
tlement of  the  town.  The  saw-mill,  which  hnd  never  been 
I>ut  in  o])eration,  and  the  houses  erected  for  the  acconnnoda- 
tion  of  settlei's,  ^vere  altandoned  by  the  proprietors,  and 
finally  destroyed  by  the  Indians,  and  the  place  again  left  for 
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years  to  the  peaceable  possession  of  tlic  savages  and  thirteen 
^vil(.l  beasts,  that,  for  auglit  we  can  know,  they  had  enjoyed 
for  tliousands  of  years  hcfore. 

Ill  1763,  tlio  axeman's  hlows  again  broke  silence  in  tliis 
then  howlhig  wildornoss.  June  21,  ITGo,  the  jjropi-ietors 
met  at  Amesbury,  and  voted  to  choose  a  committee  to  ]jcr- 
ambulate  the  lines  of  the  town  ;  chose  agents  to  bnild 
anotlier  saw-mill ;  also  voted  tliat  a  foily  acre  lot  should  l»e 
given  to  each  of  the  first  ten  settlers  for  their  encourage- 
ment to  settlement,  proxided  liiey  would  set  lie  immedi- 
ately. In  August  next  following,  tlie  proj)i-ietors  voted  to 
give  up  tlieir  former  divi^ion  of  lots,  and  tluit  thci-e  should 
be  sixty  forty-acre  lots  laid  out,  aud  a  plan  of  tiie  same 
made  out  to  be  returned  at  the  next  meetiug.  The  fol- 
lowing ])ersons  engaged  to  go  to  llie  townshi])  Xo.  1,  in  the 
line  of  towns  whicli  look  tlu;  juime  of  ^\'n'-u[jiivsl>iir^/j,  about 
this  tiinc  to  settle,  on  the  condition  of  recei\ing  a  ibiiy- 
acre  lot  for  eettling,  viz.,  Enoch  lUaisdell,  Kliphale!  Dan- 
forth,  Bai'uard  Iloxt,  Elijah  Elaisdcll,  .leremy  Fowler, 
Tasky  Pressey,  Thomas  Jcwol,  Nathan  Cui'rier,  Daltholo- 
mew  lleath,  Josiuia  I>aylcy,  Daniel  Chase,  Isaac  Chase, 
Abner  ^Vadkins,  Fi-aiicis  j)avis  and  Xatlum  Goodwin.  At 
a  meeting,  Oct.  10,  IKio,  th(^  iu'st  eiglity-acre  lots  were 
drawn  by  the  p]"0])rietors.  At  the  same  meeting  it  was 
voted  that  six  sliillings  sliould  I)e  paid  on  each  i-ight  to  Mr, 
Farrington  to  build  a  meeting-liouse.  In  17dG,  a  commit- 
tee was  ap{)ointed  to  lay  out  a  sixty  acre  lot  to  each  pro- 
prietor ;  also  to  make  an  cijual  division  of  tlie  intervale 
lands.  In  tlie  same  year  the  proprietors  voted  to  raise 
sixteen  shillings  on  a  share  to  defray  the  exjien^es  of  tlie 
surveys  and  to  build  a  jncetiug-house,  the  lirst  meeting- 
house having  been  by  accident  burnt.  In  1740,  the  divi- 
sional lines  between  ]\Iassachusetts  and  New  llam})shire 
were  settled,  and  soon  after  this  town  was  grant(;d  by  the 
Masonian  pro})i"ietors  to  sixty  three  inhabitants  of  l^ye,  by 
the  name  {.)[  Jcmies-Toivn,    This  grant  causei.1  conlro\ ersies 
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and  lawsuits  between  the  Amesbnry  proprietors  and  JIvq 
pro[)rietors,  wliicli  continued  to  1778,  wlicn  tlie  parti^'s 
mutually  agreed  tosuljuiit  all  disputes  and  contests  rcs]tect- 
ing  the  claims  to  the  final  deterniiualion  of  Thomas  West- 
brook  Waldron,  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  llunipbrcy  Jloljson, 
Benjamin  Chadbonrnc,  and  Woodlmry  Langflon,  I'^scp-s.,  or 
any  three  of  them,  and  entered  into  bonds  of  a  thousand 
pounds  to  al)ide  their  judument.  The  ai-bitrators  avvarded 
140c£  lawful  money  to  the  Rye  prop^rietors,  and  all  contro- 
versies ceased. 

The  town  was  very  irregularly  laid  out.  Tlie  ])roprietors' 
first  surveys  were  in  1.78G,  sixty-three  rort3'-acre  lots  ;  next 
the  same  number  of  hve-acre  lots  were  laid  out  and  drawn 
in  1788  ;  and  in  1705  an  eighty-acre  lot  was  laid  out  for 
each  ])roprietor.  Tiic  [)ro])ricto]-s  sent  a  connnittcc  (o  .sur- 
vey sixty-three  sixty-Jicro  lots  in  17n(').  The  next  sur\  ey 
was  made  of  sixty-thtoc  forty-acre  lots  in  1770.  In  the 
above  iiamed  surveys  but  little  regard  was  had  to  the  lines 
of  the  town,  nor  were  the  several  surveys  made  ^vilh  any 
apparent  reference  to  each  other,  as  to  contiguity  oi-  regu- 
larity. TliC  conserjuencc  Avas,  niaiiy  gores  of  land  wei-c 
left  in  very  incon\'enient  and  irregulai'  forms.  And  \\]\at 
added  much  to  these  irregularities  were  the  changes  the 
proprietors  were  allowed  to  make  in  their  lots,  vhcn  they 
chanced  to  draw  those  of  little  or  no  value,  by  making  out 
surveys  of  other  lots  where  they  pleased  in  the  in.dividual 
lands. 

The  first  settlement  v»'as  in  1762,  by  Daniel  Annis  and 
his  sons-in-law  Ueul)cn  Ivimball  and  Daniel  Floyd.  Isaac 
Waldron,  his  two  sons,  and  Pasky  Dressy  moved  into  (own 
with  tlieir  families  the  year  following.  It  is  dibicu'l  to 
ascertain  the  precise  order  in  which  the  settlers  came  into 
town  afterwards. 

Those  who  came  and  occupied  the  settlers'  lots  W(U0 
for  the  most  part  very  poor  and  illiterate. 

Those  incntioned  above,  and  the  following  persons,  v\  ith 
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tl\eir  faiiiilics,  constituted  ncarl}^  all  tlie  popnlatioii  in  town 
in  1773,  viz.:  Daniel  Flanders,  Isaac  Chase,  El)[.lialet  Dan- 
fortli,  Francis  Davis,  Samnel  Roby,  Ricliard  Goodv.'in, 
Josc])li  Currier,  Philip  Flanders,  Abncr  AVaikins,  Elijah 
Blaisdell,  Joshua  Daglcy,  iraniel  Cluise,  Daniel  Young-, 
Daniel  Currier,  Jeremy  Fowler,  Barnard  Iloyt,  Enoch  Dlais- 
dell,  Pannenas  Watson,  Nchcmiah  Ilcath,  Jose])h  »^awyer, 
Jacob  Tucker,  Moses  Clark,  Ebenezer  Eastman,  Tlieodorc 
Stevens,  Jonathan  Fifield,  David  Gihnoro,  Scth  Goodwin, 
Ezckiel  Goodvrin,  Jose])h  Foster,  Alinor  Chase,  Stej)hen 
Edmunds,  Hubbard  Carter,  Thomas  Ivowcll,  Rol>ert  Gould, 
Tiico]»hilus  Currier  and  Nathaniel  Trumball. 

The  customs  and  mannci'S  of  th.e  first  scttlei's  vrei'c  very 
simple  and  plain.  Being  circumscribed  in  tlie  social  circles 
and  very  limited  in  numbers,  eacli  seemed  to  take  an  interest 
in,  aud  seek  his  neigli])or\s  welfare  witli  fraternal  affection. 
Before  the  roads  wei'o  made  comfortal)le  for  cnri-iages, 
liorses  we]"C  not  so  much  u^ed  for  tlic  transportalion  of 
heavy  ai-ticlcs  as  oxen.  Produce  was  carried  to  mai-ket  by 
ox-ieams.  Oxen  were  used  also  to  convey  fajuilies  to'  and 
from  meetings,  funerals,  <^'c.  And  when  neitlicr  oxen  or 
horses  could  bo  conveniently  used,  a  ready  substitute  wns 
found  by  the  athletic  husbandnmn  in  his  handsled.  In 
mid-v/inter,  when  tho  snow  was  deep  and  no  j.-atlis  were 
made,  thi-ce  men  went  to  Hopkinton,  five  or  six  miles,  and 
brought  female  lielii  in  a  case  of  sickness,  o.n  a  liand-sU^d. 
Three  families  in  the  soutli  ])art  of  tlio  town,  living  on  the 
''Parson  Xellfiy  hill,"  owned  each  a  cow;  they  cut  their 
forage  for  their  cows  in  a  meadow  back  of  Caleb  Jones', 
in  the  nortli  part  of  the  town,  four  or  five  miles  distant, 
stacked  their  hay,  and  haided  it  home  in  the  A\  inl(>r,  on 
hand-sleds.  Some  inhal)itants  on  "  AValdron's  Hill,"  im- 
l)roved  a  meadow  west  of  the  Mink  Hills,  two  or  three 
miles  distant,  in  like  manner.  Nor  could  even  this  vehicle 
ho  used  in  all  cases.  In  the  first  years  of  the  .setlh.mu'nt  of 
the  town,  several  of  the  inhabitants  had  to  cai'ry  tluur  coin 
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and  grain  at  least  tliirtecii  miles  on  their  backs,  to  Con- 
cord, to  mill.  ,  . 

Marriages  were  then  entered  into  in  earlier  life  than  lat- 
terly. It  was  not  uncommon  for  females  to  marry  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  years,  and  sometimes  the  con- 
tractijig  parties  closed  tlieir  business  in  a  very  summary 
way.  Rather  a  humorous  instance  of  this  kind  occurred 
about  sixty  years  since,  Ijctween  a  young  man  of  this  town 
and  a  young  woman  of  llopkiiiton. 

Our  adventurer  went  to  Ilopkinton  to  attend  an  ordina- 
tion; while  in  tlie  crowded  assembly,  and  the  faithful 
preacher  was  probably  inculcating  the  doctrine  of  i)]acing 
the  affections  on  things  above,  A/.s-  were  directed  to  (juite  a 
different  ol)ject.  His  attention  was  arrested  by  Ihc  a])j)ear- 
ance  of  a  blooming  youtli,  whose  native  beauly  and  fair 
form  had  never  suffered  martyi'dom  ])y  tiglit  lacing,  the 
unhallowed  fabhi(j)i  of  modern  times,  liy  him  lier  attrac- 
tions were  irrcsistjltle.  The  more  he  ga/.ed  tlie  moi'C  he 
admired.  And  when  tlie  exercises  wei-e  closed,  he,  fixing 
his  eye  upon  lier,  rushed  forward  in  the  crowd  and  caught 
her  in  his  arms,  exclaiming  at  the  same  time,  Nmo  Ihave 
got  y(\  you  jade^  Uiave^  1  iiavcP^  Tlic  sequel  to  this  rude 
introduction,  was  a  marriage, —  and  might  Ije  considered 
one  of  Dr.  Watts's  "  few  ha])py  matches." 

In  1775  there  were  262  inliabilants  iii  town  ;  in  1700, 
8G3;  in  1800,  1509;  in  1810,  1888;  in  1820,  2210;  and 
in  1830,  2221. 

In  the  cliarter  of  I\ew-A]nesbury,  nov/  Warner,  granted 
Dec.  1707,  one  right  was  reserved  for  the  first  sclthnl  min- 
ister, one  for  the  use  of  the  ministry  forever,  and  one  for 
the  benefit  of  schools  ;  which  rights  were  laid  out  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  others  were  and  free  from  any  ]»)iblic 
taxes.  The  conditions  of  tlie  grant  were,  that  the  proj)rie- 
tors  build  a  meeiing-house  and  maintain  constant  preaching 
from  and  after  three  years  from  the  dale  of  the  i:;i'ant. 

To  aid  the  settlers  in  fulfilling  these  condiliojis,  tho  pro- 
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prictors  in  November,  ITTO,  voted  to  pay  ona  dollar  and  an 
half  on  each  right  for  one  year ;  then  one  dollar  a  year  for 
four  years  ;  then  lialf  a  dollar  for  one  year,  on  condition 
that  the  inhabitants  settle  "  a  learned  orthodox  minister 
in  tow]i,on  or  before  Dec.  1772."  In  17G1>,  a  second  meet- 
ing-house was  erected  ;  the  first,  a  poorly  constructed  log 
house,  having  been  burnt  one  or  two  years  befoi'C.  This 
house  was  built  on  the  site  of  the  first,  near  the  most  ele- 
vated S})ot  enclosed  in  the  old  burying  ground.  Its  dimen- 
sions were  about  thirty  by  twenty-four  feet  on  the  floor, 
one  story  high,  covered  with  long  shingles,  and  boarded. 
But  very  little  finishing  was  done  till  the  ])ew  ground  was 
sold,  three  or  four  years  afterwards,  when  the  pews  wei'C 
sold  at  auction  for  from  three  to  three  dollars  and  a  half 
each,  and  the  avails  of  the  sales  in  ])art  laid  out  on  tlic 
building;  but  a.t  best  it  was  a  jr.iscj-able  house.  The  first 
candidate  employed  to  preach  in  the  town  was  ^Fr.  Timothy 
Walker  (afterwards  Judge  Walker,  late  of  Concord,)  in 
the,  former  part  of  the  year  17G9.  In  Dec.  1770,  the  set- 
tlers, forty-five  in  number,  found  themselves  jointly  'and 
seveiaily  in  the  penal  sum  of  lOJl  "  to  pay  their  ])roj)or- 
tion  accoi'ding  to  poll  and  estate,  of  the  ex|)ense  of  su])port- 
ing  an  able  and  learned  minister  of  the  gospel,  who  should 
1)C  a}iproved  by  the  [tastors  of  the  neighboring  Cliurches." 
In  the  spring  of  1771,  Rev.  William  Kell^y,  a  native  of 
Newb'ury,  x\[assachuselts,  was  employed  to  preach  as  a  can- 
didate, and  in  the  November  follu^^  ing  he  received  a  call 
to  settle  in  the  ministry,  with  a  salary  of  40-£  the  first 
year,  to  increase  IcC  10.5  a  year  till,  it  shoidd  amount 
to  GOc£,  and  twenty  cords  of  wood  annually.  This  call  he 
acce])ted,  and  was  ordained  on  the  5th  Fel)ruary,  177:1,  and 
on  the  same  day  a  Congregational  Chui-ch  was  gathered, 
consisting  of  seven  male  memlicn-s.  On  this  occasion  the 
y-Qtil  of  Isaac  AValdron  in  forming  the  Church  was,  }>erhaps, 
more  commendable  than  his  discretion ;  for,  said  he, 
though  not  a  ]n-ofessor  of  ]'cligion,  "i-alhcr  than  llu-y 
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should  fail  for  members,  I  will  take  hold  and  join  the 
churcli  myself."  There  were  at  this  time  belwceji  forty 
and  fifty  families  in  town. 

Mr.  Kelly  was  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  17C7. 
He  sustained  his  connexion  witli  tlie  Churcli  and  tovv'n  till 
]\]areh,  1801,  when  at  his  own  request  it  was  dissolved. 
After  this  he  resided  in  town  and  ])i-cachcd  occasionally 
till  his  death,  which  took  place  suddenly,  18  ^lay,  1813. 
From  the  time  of  ^Ir.  Kelly's  dismission,  there  was  no  set- 
tled minister  in  town  till  the  ordination  of  the  Rev.  John 
Woods,  June  22,  181-1:.  Mr.  AVoods  was  a  native  of  Fitz- 
william.  He  graduated  at  Williams  College  in  1800;  he 
sustained  a  re})utal)le  standing  as  to  scholarship  while  in 
college,  and  no  less  so  since  entering  the  ministry.  Mr. 
Woods  was  settled  hy  a  Congregational  society.  The  town 
voted  to  concur  with  the  church  and  society  in  giving  him 
a  call  to  settle  ;  but  soon  after,  a  town  meeting  was  called, 
and  that  vote  reconsidered  ;  and  at  the  same  meeting  it 
was  voted  that  the  parsonage  interest  money  should  not  be 
allowed  fjr  his  suj,)port.  The  societ}',  though  small,  gJivc 
him  a  salary  orC'100,and  twenty  cords  of  wood,  ]jer  annum, 
and  8500  settlement. 

In  June,  182-),  Mr.  Woods  was  dismissed  from  his  ])as- 
toral  charge  of  the  church  and  society  by  an  ecclesiastical 
council  convened  to  take  into  consideration  the  su1)jcct  of 
liis  sup])ort.  From  this  time  to  the  settlement  of  the  pres- 
ent minister,  Eev.  Julrllec  Wellman,  Sept.  2G,  1:':'2T,  the 
town  was  again  destitute  of  a  settled  minister. 

Mr.  Wellman  is  a  native  of  Greenfield,  ]\[assachusetts : 
lie  fitted  for  College,  but  on  account  of  a  fcel)le  con.stitu- 
tion,  he  did  not  enter.  Ite  attended  to  his  theological 
studies  four  years  at  the  seminary  at  Ilangor,  .Maine,  and 
was  honored  with  the  first  a})poinlment  in  the  cxerci^es  at 
the  close  of  his  studies.'*' 


♦Tlio Deacons  of  the  Congio^ationrvl  Church  have  hv.ci\  as  follows: 

KUated.  Died  or  iltbiuisMul. 

Parmenas  Watson  1772  18-5 
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Till  a])out  the  yccir  1  i  88j  the  iiiliabltants  were  almost  en- 
tirely of  tlie  Congregational  order.  About  tliat  time,  a 
Baptist  society  was  formed,  wlio  built  a  meeting-house  and 
partly  fuiished  it.  They  had  no  regular  preaching.  After 
a  few  years  the  society  dwindled  away,  and  their  liouso 
went  to  ruin,  and  the  fragments  were  sokl  at  auction  in 
1825.  Since  the  formation  of  tlie  Baptist  society,  other 
denominations,  particuharly  Freewill  Baptists,  have  been 
somewhat  numerous  ;  but  no  chui'ch  of  any  denomination, 
except  Congregational,  has  ever  been  formed,  i]or  any  min- 
ister ordained. 

At  present,  there  are  in  this  town  Congregatlonalists, 
Baptists,  Freewill  Baptists,  Universalists,  Osgoodites,  and 
probably  many  have  their  religion  yet  to  choose. 

Tlie  town  has  never  been  blessed  with  a  general  revival 
of  religion.  The  greatest  revivals  ever  witnessed  in  the 
place  wej-o  in  1810,  1827,  and  the  present  time,  July, 
1881.  In  the  tijnc  of  the  hrst  revival,  about  thirty  were 
added  to  the  Congregational  Cliuj-cb,  aiid  a  few  united 
with  the  Ba})tist. 

There  is  a  Social  Library  in  town  incorporated  in  ITOG, 
containing  from  60  to  80  A  olumcs,  but  has  i.icen  for  several 
years  in  a  neglected  and  ruinous  condition. 

The  following  }u3rsons  have  graduated  from  this  town  ; 
John  Kelly,  at  Dartmouth  in  1801,  attorney  at  law  in 
Nortlnvood  and  oj:ieof  the  hnniders  of  the  Xew  Ilampshirc 
Historical  Society,  and  its  llecording  Secj'elai'y  from  1823 
to  18ol  ;  Rev.  Ilosca  Wheeler,  at  Dartmouth  in  1811 ;  who 
was  a  Baptist  miiiister,  and  died  at  East|)ort,  Maine,  27 
January,  1828,  a3.  32;  and  John  Morrill  and  Asa  Dutjiey, 
at  Amherst  College  ;  and  Stci^hen  C.  Badger,  at  Dartjnoutli 
in  1823,  attorney  at  law  at  New  London.    Richard  Beau 

Nelicniiali  Ilcath   1772  1«1G 

David  Heatli  n,  ison  Dlsni.  to  Hopkiulon.l.NJl 

I^aao  Diilton   1816 

l^oubcn  Kimblll   1S31 

l^zra  IJurrctt   1831 
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received  a  liberal  education,  alt]:oup,li  ho  did  not  take  his 
degree  owing  to  a  difilcully  witli  the  authority  of  Coll^^gc 
ratlicr  tliaii  a  deficiency  \n  scholarship.  He  studied  tlic 
profession  of  Law.  He  survived  ljut  a  few  years  after  ol)- 
taining  his  education. 

A  third  Congregational  meeting-house  was  erected  in 
1791.  The  old  house  being  niucli  oul  of  I'ppair  tlie  town 
voted  to  take  it  down,  and  sell  tlie  nails,  glass,  A:c.,  to  de- 
fray the  expense  of  building  a  fence  around  the  burying 
groujid.  Tbere  Avas  l)ut  little  done  tovrards  finisliing  tlie 
inside  of  tlic  new  ineeting-iiousc  for  several  years.  It  was 
never  finally  finished,  and  is  now  nearly  in  ruins.  A  fourth 
meeting-house  was  erected  l)y  tweniy  nine  individuals  of 
the  Congregational  Society  in  1811).  It  is  a  very  conifort- 
able  house  aiui  well  finished.  Tlic  wliole  nuniber  of  graves 
or  interments  in  town  discoverable  at  this  time  (Dec.  1830) 
amount  to  seven  liundrcd  and  sixteen. 

This  town  for  tlic  most  part  may  1)0  considered  rather  a 
healthy  place.  It  has  not  been  exempt,  liovrever,  from  epi- 
demic diseases,  vvhich  liave  in  Fomc  iii.-tances  j)roved  very 
mortal.  In  1776,  and  '77  tlic  dysentery  prevailed  to  an 
alarming  extent.  In  tlic  hi'st  of  those  years,  it  carried  olf 
sixteen,  and  in  the  second,  seventeen  of  the  inb,al)itarits, 
among  v^dioin  were  several  adults  and  licads  of  faniili!\^. 

On  the  9th  September,  1821,  this  tovrn  was  visited  with 
a  most  violent  and  destructive  hurricane,  by  wliich  four 
lives  were  lost,  a  number  seriously  injured  and  considera- 
ble property  destroyed. 

The  terrible  effects  produced  l)y  this  vrhirlwind  could  bo 
traced  with  the  eye  sixteen  or  eighteen  miles,  through  for- 
ests years  afterwards.  Its  patli  was  of  various  widlhs  from 
ten  to  thirty  or  forty  rods.  No  trees  of  the  foi'cst  could 
withstand  its  violeiice.  Even  in  some  instances  the  bed 
stones  in.  vralls  were  removed  out  of  their  pbiees.  Several 
buildings  were  demolishetl ;  some  w  hij'k.d  into  tlie  air, 
their  parts  flying  in  every  direction  like  feathers.  Several 
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persons  were  carried  to  a  considcraljlc  distance.  Its  gen- 
eral course  was  from  north-west  to  soutli-east  tlirongli  tlie 
whole  extent  of  the  norlli  ])art  of  tliis  town.  It  hcgan  in 
or  west  of  Wendell,  west  of  Suna[.ee  Lake,  passed  lliroii<^;li 
New  London,  or  part  of  Sutton,  over  the  soutli-wcst  sjmrof 
Kearsarge  Mountai  \  into  the  Gore,  novr  Warner,  prostrat- 
ing forest  trees  and  huildings,  and  whatever  crops  were 
upon  the  ground  in  its  way  were  entii-ely  destroyed.  San)- 
uel  Savory,  an  aged  man,  who  lived  in  tlie  Gore,  observed 
the  cloud  approacliing,  liastened  to  secure  the  windows  of 
his  house,  but  before  lie  could  got  from  tl)c  cliamber  the 
whirlwind  struck  tlio  house,  tlierc  seemed  Imt  one  crash 
before  it  was  wliirled  into  atoms,  himself  carried  several 
rods  and  fell  his  head  u})on  a  rock,  and  kvilled  inslanily. 
An  infant  child  of  Daniel  Savory's  vras  killed  at  the  same 
liousc.  About  two  utiles  farther  east  in  its  com  so  it  came 
unawares  upon  the  houses  of  Joseph  True,  Ksi].,  and  ]\j{er 
Flanders.  Its  violence  here  seemed  unabated.  'J'heir 
houses  were  destroyed  in  an  instarit.  Anna  Kichai-dson, 
an  elderly  wonian,  and  an  infant  of  Peter  Flanders,  were 
crushed 'to  death  under  the  ruins.  Suverai  olbers  gricN- 
ously  wounded,  of  whom  a  little  child  of  Mr.  Truc's  died  a 
short  time  afterwards.  This  whirlwind  was  seen  by  seve- 
ral at  a  distance.  To  thuso  who  were  on  elevated  ground 
and  near  its  path,  it  somewhat  i-esemlded  an  inverted  tun- 
nel at  the  lower  part  of  it,  and  the  reverse  of  that  at  its 
upper  part.  It  was  seen  hy  several  on  jJurnt  Hill  when  it 
destroyed  Mr.  True\s  and  Mr.  Flanders'  Ijuihlings,  about  a 
mile  distant,  and  as  it  })assed  on  through  Bagley's  pond 
and  expended  its  violence  after  destroying  Morrill's  liouse 
near  Boscawcn  line,  which  was  in  lull  view.  In  passing 
the  pond  it  carried  up  large  quantities  of  water  into  the 
air,  which  at  first  altered  the  complexion  of  the  cloud  from 
a  dark  api)eai'ance  to  a  greonish  hue,  when  ot  thai  momcmt 
the  suns  rays  darted  throngh  from  bet\^ fcn  \\\(\  clouds  iipou 
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it,  whicli  inimcdialcly  altered  it  to  a  yellowish  or  Irassj 
appearance.* 

The  first  settlers  of  tliis  town  were  very  nnich  annoyed 
by  tlie  de})redations  of  hears,  raccoons,  and  oilier  nii-'Jiiev- 
ons  animals  in  their  cornfields.    It  required  great  wat<:hful- 
ness  and  care  in  the  husbandman  when  the  corn  was  in  the 
milk,  to  preserve  a  moderate  share  for  the  liarvost.  That 
species  of  the  bear  which  were  numerous  here  were  ]»ar- 
ticularly  fond  of  corn  in  the  milk,  sweet  fruits,  lioncy,  S:c. 
It  was  that  kind  dcniominafed  by  naturalists  Urcus  Aniir- 
icanus^  or  the  American  liear,  has  a  long  pointed  nose,  and 
is  generally  smaller  than  most  other  kinds.    It  ahoun-Ls  in 
uninhabited  parts  of  our  countiy,  ])articularly  at  the  north 
of  us.    It  is  said  to  live  exclusively  on  vegetable  f(»od,  ex- 
treme hunger  only  being  able  to  induce  it  to  eat  the  llosh 
of  animals.    These  boars  reside  in  ti'ces,  mounting  and 
descending  them  with  great  ahtrtness.   They  are  frcfiuently 
found  burrowed  in  hollow  trees,  upon  the  ground  and  clefts 
of  rocks.    Their  tlesh,  when  young,  is  thought  delicious 
food,  and  (hey  were  so  frequently  taken  that  it  was  not  ini- 
conimon  to  Ihid  the  tables  of  hunters  well  supplied  with  it. 
There  are  several  aged  moi  now  living  in  town  who  have 
killed  and  assisted  in  killing  many  l)eors.    Jt  may  not  be 
uninteresting  to  relate  a  rencounter  Thomas  Annis,  L>q., 
had  with  a  bear.    One  day  late  in  ]\Iarch,  the  snow  In-lng 
deep,  he  mounted  his  snow-shoes  and  in  company  with  Ali- 
ner  Watkins  and  their  dogs  set  otT  towards  the  Mink  Hills 
for  a  hunt,  armed  with  an  axe  and  gun.    In  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  hills,  the  dogs  were  i)erceived  to  be  very  much 
excited  with  something  in  a  ledge  of  rucks.    Annis  left  liis 
companion,  Watkins,  ami  ascended  a  crag  twenty  or  thirty 
feet  to  where  the  dogs  were,  having  no  other  weapon  with 
him  but  his  staif  which  was  pointed  with  iron.    After  ex- 
plorhig  a  little,  he  concluded  there  was  no  game  there  of 

*  An  account  of  thi-*  whithvln-l,  written  by  J  v(\»i  15.  Mnoitr.,  V.^^\.  U  puMi>l>ol  In 
these  Coll.  vol.  i.  'Jll. 
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more  consequence  than  a  hedge-hog  or  some  otlicr  small 
animal,  and  being  fatigued  laid  down  on  the  snow  on  liis 
back  to  rest,  reclining  his  head  upon  the  place  he  had  been 
examining  ;  he  had  but  just  laid  down  \vhcji  he  heard  a 
snuffing  under  his  ear ;  he  started  up  and  turning  round 
found  an  old  bear  pressing  her  head  up  through  tlie  old 
leaves  and  snow  ^Yhich  filled  the  moutli  of  her  den  ;  he 
thrust  his  spear  pointed  staff  at  tbc  bear's  brisket,  and  tluis 
held  the  ])ear  which  was  })ressing  towards  him,  at  his  stalFs 
lengtli  distance  and  called  to  his  companion  Watkins  to 
come  up  with  the  axe  and  kill  tlie  Ijear,  which,  after  some 
little  time  was  effected.  After  tlie  action  v,\as  over,  Annis 
complained  of  Watkins'  dilatoriness,  but  Watkins  excused 
himself  by  saying  he  could  not  get  his  gun  oil,  that  he  had 
snapt,  snapt,  snapt,,  several  times.  Wbere  did  you  take 
sight?  said  Annis,  kjiowing  tluit  he  was  directly  bc(v.ee]i 
him  and  iho  Ijear  :  I  took  sight  between  your  legs,  said 
Watkins. 

■  Very  unlike  the  resolution  of  tlicsc  men  was  that  exhilj- 
ited  by  two  youiig  men  who  began  a  clearing  on  Pompion 
Hill..  They  built  a  camp,  and  nrade  a  beginning  to  clear 
on  the  si)Ot  where  Timothy  Davis'  house  now  stands.  They 
passed  two  niglits  in  tlicir  camp.  On  tbe  morning  of  tbe 
third  day  as  tliey  went  to  felling  trees,  an  old  bear  came  at 
them  with  her  moutli  wide  open,  having  been  alarmed  for 
her  cubs  which  were  near  Ijy  ;  this  so  tei'rified  our  adven- 
turers that  tliey  took  to  their  heels,  ran  to  their  cam}), 
picked  up  their  provisions,  utensils,  ttc.  and  were  off;  no 
persuasives  of  the  peo})le  who  were  then  in  town  could  in- 
duce them  to  ^tay  loiiger;  they  left  the  wilderness  and  the 
bears,  for  tlie  land  of  their  nativity,  and  nevei-  retui-ned 
afterwards. 

Wolves  were  also  troublesome  to  the  first  settlers,  mak- 
ing great  ravages  among  their  sheep.  Tbey  seem  not  to  be 
satisfied  with  a  competency  for  their  wants,  but  destroy 
numbers  ol  sheep  and  lambs,  when  in  tbeir  a\ ay,  C'liL  of 
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mere  wantonness.  There  is  no  animal  whose  carnivorous 
appetite  is  stronger  than  tliat  of  the  wolf,  and  he  is  endow- 
ed bj  nature  with  all  tlie  means  of  satisfying  it,  being 
strong,  agile,  subtle,  and  enabled  not  only  to  explore,  ))ut 
to  seize  and  suljdue  his  prey. 

The  Catamount  and  Wildcat  were  sometimes  met  with 
b}''  the  first  settlers.  In  17G6,  Solomon  Annis  shot  at  a 
catamount  on  a  tree,  brought  him  to  the  ground,  when  he 
seized  his  axe  and  dispatched  him  on  the  sj)ot.  Thei'o  vrere 
some  beaver  about  the  streams,  also  some  otter,  mink,  and 
musquash.  Wild  turkeys,  partridges,  pigeons,  and  other 
small  game  were  found  pretty  plenty  in  the  woods. 

We  can  but  faintly  conceive  the  privations  and  hardships 
endured  by  the  first  settlors,  without  knowing  something 
of  their  circumstances  in  life,  and  the  liard  condition  to 
which  tliey  vrere  unavoidably  subjected  for  scvci-al  years, 
before  mills,  bridges  and  roads  were  constructed  lor  their 
convenience.  To  commence  poor  in  the  woods,  witliout 
houses,  without  clearings  or  roads,  often  destitute  of  almost 
all  the  necessaries  of  life,  might  seem  just'occasions  to  call 
forth  and  employ  the  resolution,  ingenuity,  and  energy  of 
all  who  ventn.red  into  the  forests,  to  make  themselves  habi- 
tations and  farms.  Yet  many  there  were,  who,  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  privileges  held  out  by  the  pro})rietors, 
came  to  occupy  their  forty  acre  lots  for  settling  ;  subjecting 
themselves  to  all  the  inconveniences  and  privations  incident 
to  pioneer  adventurers,  into  new  and  uninhabited  countries. 
But,  however  dark  and  gloomy  a  true  picture  of  the  times 
might  appear  in  the  main,  there  were  some  bright  SjfOts 
and  vivid  colors  in  it.  Instead  of  a  great  variety  of  gew- 
gaws and  luxuries,  the  people  were  clad  in  plain  homes})un  ; 
and  their  tables  were  furnished  w^ith  plain,  simple,  but  nu- 
tricious  food.  One  consernicnce  was,  that  diseases  were 
less  frequent  and  less  numerous.  The  people  cnjo3'cd  more 
social  and  friendly  intercourse  ;  felt  more  interest  in  eacli 
other's  welfare,  and  more  roody  to  contribute  to  each  olh- 
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er's  wants.  Before  the  fire-brands  of  discord  were  thrown 
among  the  pGoi)lc,  they  were  united  like  a  ])and  of  brothers 
and  sisters  ;  to  which  time  tlie  survivors  will  now  refer  as 
the  happiest  of  their  days.  There  seems  to  be  a  charm  in 
encountering  difficulties  and  dangers.  We  may  observe 
this  pro|)Cnsity  from  infancy  to  manhood,  and  from  man- 
hood to  old  age.  This  trait  of  character  is  not  peculiar  to 
hunters,  sailors,  or  soldiers,  but  is  common  to  all,  and  will 
continue  to  ])C  so,  so  long  as  mankind  are  entertained  with 
history,  travels,  and  voyages;  and  more  particularly  so, 
when  associated  with  hazardous  enterprizes,  hold  daring, 
and  feats  of  bravery.  Tlie  first  settlers  considered  every 
additional  family  that  moved  into  town  as  a  valua])lo  ac- 
quisition to  the  place.  All  were  ready  to  welcome  the  new 
comers  into  the  fraternity. 

This  town  has  not  been  settled  long  enough  to  furnish 
instances  of  leinarkable  longevity.  It  is  not  uncommon, 
however,  to  meet  with  some  of  the  first  settlers  wlio  have 
attained  to  the  ages  of  TO,  80,  and  some  of  90  years.  The 
first  white  male  child  born  in  town  was  Daniel  Kimball, 
born  Octol)er,  1762,  and  is  now  living  in  Canaan.  The 
second  was  a  female,  i\Iolly  Goodwin,  who  is  also  living, 
aged  67  years. 

When  the  \V3X  of  the  revolution  commenced,  Warner  was 
not  behind  her  neighbors  in  preparing  for  the  contest. 
Though  the  number  of  inhabitants  Avas  small,  and.  the  peo- 
ple poor,  they  promjjtly  furnished  their  quota  of  men  for 
the  field ;  some  of  whom  were  perhaps  as  effective  and 
brave  as  any  that  could  be  found  in  the  service.  Those 
who  took  uj)  arms  in  the  cause  of  their  country  in  1775, 
previous  to  the  organization  of  an  army  by  Congi'css,  were 
Charles  Barnard,  James  Palmer,  John  Palmer,  Richard 
Bartlett,  Jonathan  Roby,  Fra  ncis  Davis,  and  Wells  Davis. 
They  enlisted  for  eight  moiiThs  ;  the  three  last  mentioned, 
Roby,  P.  Davis,  and  W.  Davis,  were  in  Bunker's  Jiill  Ijatdc. 
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R.  Bartlett,  Esq..  and  C.  Barnard,  were  in  a  skirmish  with 
the  British  near  New-Brunswick,  New-Jersey. 

In  1776,  the  following  persons  enhsted  into  the  continen- 
tal service,  viz.  Hubbard  Carter  enlisted  during  the  war  ; 
and  Aquila  Davis,  Amos  Floyd,  and  Philip  Eowell,  enlisted 
for  three  yeai-s.  In  the  same  year  Isaac  Walker,  Pasky 
Pressy,  Daniel  Young,  and  John  Palmer,  were  in  the  mili- 
tia service.  During  the  campaign  of  Burgoyne,  in  1777, 
several  men  from  this  town  were  in  the  service  at  Benning- 
ton, Ticonderoga,  Saratoga,  A:c. 

After  the  ex})iration  of  the  term  of  the  hrst  three  years' 
men,  William  Lowell,  Isaac  Lowell,  Stephen  Colby,  and 
Ichabod  Twilight,  a  nmlatto,  were  enlisted  for  three  years. 
Considci-able  bounties  were  engaged  to  the  Lovrells  and 
Colby,  by  the  town,  for  their  eiicouragoincnt  to  enlist,  and 
were  afterwai'ds  i)aid,  tlioupji  they  were  so  fortunate  as  not 
to  be  retained  in  the  service  the  term  for  which  they  en- 
listed, or  exposed  to  the  dangers  of  a  battle  with  the  enemy. 

Daring  the  last  vrar  with  Great-Britain,  eai'ly  in  ISL^-, 
there  were  ui)wardy  of  thii'ty  men  fj-om  this  town  cni-olled 
in  a  volunteer  regiment,  comn:!anded  by  Gen.  Aquila  Davis, 
commissioned  as  a  Colonel.  Col.  Davis's  reginient  was 
marched  to  Burlington  early  in  the  year  1813,  and  put  un- 
der tlie  command,  of  Gen.  Wade  Hampton.  The}'  Avero 
twice  slightly  engaged  with  the  enemy,  at  Chateaugeay,  and 
at  the  Stone  ^lills,  at  La  Cole  ;  neither  of  whicli  were  cel- 
ebrated for  any  thijig  gained  or  lost.  Col.  Davis  com- 
manded a  detachment  of  about  200  men  on  an  island  near 
the  mouth  of  Gttcr  Creek,  in  Lake  Cbamplain,  where  he 
repelled  an  attack  of  the  British  iiaval  squadron  on  tliat 
lake.  May  14,  1814.  The  main  design  of  the  British  was 
probably  to  bring  on  an  notion  with  Connnodore  ]\rDc- 
nough's  squadron,  some  distance  u])  that  Creek.  No  sol- 
dier has  ever  been  wounded  or  lost  in  battle  from  Ibis  town. 

Warner  is  divided  into  twenty-one  school  districts  Ibr 
primary  schools,  for  the  most  i)art  coniibrtab-Iy  provided 
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with  school  houses  ;  in  which  arc  taught  reading,  writing, 
arithmetic,  Englisli  grammar,  geography  genei-ally,  and  in 
some,  rhetoric,  liistory,  pliilosopliy,  chemistry,  A:c. 

The  town  is  well  watered  by  Warner  river  and  its  tribu- 
taries. This  is  a  small  i-ivcr  of  from  twelve  to  twenty  yards 
in  width,  which  rises  in  Xew-ljondon  and  Fislicrsfickl,  enters 
at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  town,  and  runs  diagonally 
through  the  town  to  the  south-cast  corner,  and  falls  into 
the  Contoocook  river  in  Ilojtkinton,  about  a  mile  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  town.  This  stream  divides  the  town  pretty 
nearly  into  two  C([ual  parts,  and  affords  several  vnbiablc 
mill  privileges.  There  arc  six  grist  mills  in  town,  two  with 
three,  and  the  remainder  with  two  runs  of  stones  each. 
Also,  one  paper-mill,  two  clothing  mills,  and  twelve  saw. 
mills,  ^j'hcre  arc  four  ponds,  Tliom  Tond,  Pleasant,  ]>car, 
and  Baglcy's,  which  affoi-(l  a  vai'icty  of  small  iish.  In  cer- 
tain seasons  of  the  year  the  salmon  trout  is  canght  in  l>ear. 
Pond,  of  a  good  size  and  very  fine  flavor.  Pleasant  Pond 
contains  perliaps  lo  or  20  acres.  It  has  a])parently  no  nat- 
ural channel  fur  an  inlet  or  outlet  to  it ;  but  is  probably 
sup})licd  through  sut)terranean  passages,  which  riiise  the 
water  at  times,  without  any  apparent  cause,  suniciently  high 
to  overflow  its  banks. 

3fo}intains.  A\^arner  lias  a  full  share  of  inountains  and 
high  bluffs  within  its  liujits.  Kearsai-gc  mountain,  on  the 
north,  rears  his  majestic  head  fj-om  the  bosom  of  a  dense 
forest  of  evergreens.  This  mountain,  which  is  cstinuitcd 
at  21G1  feet  in  heiglit,  is  not  excelled  in  beauty  of  form, 
from  a  southern  or  eastern  view,  by  any  in  this  ])art  of  the 
country.  It  is  frequently  visited  by  the  lovers  of  nature's 
rude  and  majestic  scenery.  It  is  easy  of  access  by  the  new 
road  from  Warner  to  Sutton,  and  round  the  north  ])art  of 
the  mountain  in  Wilmot  ami  Andover,  where  ))ei>ple  can 
ride  comfortably  to  within  a  mile  of  the  top  of  tln^  highest 
peak.  From  this  blulf,  the  sjicctator  may,  by  a  glance  nf 
the  eye,  bring  to  view  nearly  all  of  Merrimack  county,  aii<l 
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parts  of  llill8))orouL:]i,  Rockingham,  Strafford,  Grafton, 
Sullivan,  and  Cliesliirc  counties.  'J'iic  ^Unk  Elills  are  a 
range  of  low  mountains,  extending  from  the  river  to  .the 
sjuth  })ai-t  of  tlie  town,  a  little  west  of  a  centre  line.  The 
farms  in  the  neighljorliood  of  these  moiiutains  arc  valuable 
for  grazing,  and  afford  good  orcharding. 

Tlie  principal  tindjcr  trees  of  our  forests  are  })ine,  several 
species,  oals.,  white  and  red,  maple,  bircli,  beech,  chestnut, 
ash,  hemlock,  spruce,  Ijass,  (fee.  Pine  and  oak  were  found 
in  the  greatest  abundance  and  of  the  best  quality.  So  in- 
sensible were  tlie  first  settlers  to  the  value  of  timljer,  that 
thousands  and  tliuusands  uf  dollars  worth  of  the  finest  tim- 
ber trees  were  destroyed  by  fires,  and  others  wantonly  cut 
down,  and  left  to  perisli  u})on  tlie  ground.  Many  sam})les 
of  this  wnste  may  be  seen  at  (he  present  day.  Great  quan- 
tities of  excellent  clear  Ijoards  have  been  savred  at  the  sev- 
eral mills  in  town,  'i'he  white  oak  also  has  been  found  in 
considerable  quantities,  and  of  an  excellent  quality.  Our 
navy  yard  has  been  furnished  with  several  very  fine  keel 
sticks  foi-  seventy  four  gun  ships,  from  this  and  the  adjoin- 
ing town  of  Ilopkinton.  Timber,  liowever,  is  now  becom- 
ing scarce. 

Warner  may  be  considered  strictly  a  farming  town. 
Beef,  pork,  butter,  cheese,  mutton,  poultry  and  some  wool, 
are  the  princi{)al  articles  raised  for  the  market.  Corn,  rye, 
wheat,  oats,  peas,  beans,  potatoes,  turnips,  and  most  garden 
vegetables  are  raised  for  home  consumption.  There  is  gen- 
erally a  very  co]isideral)le  deficiency  in  bread  stuffs.  Uay 
of  a  good  quality  is  cut  upon  the  uijland  farms,  consisting 
of  clover,  herdsgrass,  redtop,  itc.  and  in  the  intervals  and 
meadows,  foul  meadow,  blue  joint  and  severjil  other  kinds  of 
grasses.  Ap[)les  are  raised  in  great  al)unda]ice,  but  Utile 
attention  has  as  yet  bceji  })aid  by  farmers  to  the  improve- 
ment of  their  ([uality  by  grafts.  Pears,  peaches,  cherries, 
and  most  kinds  of  stone  fruits  may  be  easily  raised  here  to 
great  porfection.    Melons,  squashes  and  pompions  flourish 
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well.  Flax  was  raised  formerly  for  home  use,  but  latterly 
cotton  cloths  su})erse(le  linens,  and  the  raising  of  it  is  al- 
most entirely  neglected. 

On  tlie  general  scale,  we  may  consider  genius,  not  alto- 
gether as  an  exotic,  but  a  native  plant,  common  to  all  the 
human  family,  nut  confined  to  any  locality,  nor  such  a  fac- 
ulty as  will  vegetate  and  grow  luxuriantly  without  care  and 
cultivation.  And  the  stinted  growth  of  it  here,  is  ]iot  so 
much  attributable  to  any  natural  deficiency,  as  to  a  cul}jablc 
jieglect  of  literary  and  scientific  pursuits. 

The  physicians  who  have  been  in  practice  any  considera- 
ble time  in  town  are  tho  followijig,  viz.    Doctor^  Johii^ 
was  the  first,  and  is  now  living  in  Maine,  *John  Currier, 

f         Cogswell,  *T)]omas  Webster,  *  William  Dinsmoor, 

*ncnry  Lyman,  f Silas  Vv'alkcr,  the  writer  of  thei^e  sketch- 
es, *Caleb  JjuswcII,  and  Leonard  Eaton.  Tbey  are  insci'ted 
in  the  order  in  which  they  came  into  town  and  commenced 
business.  There  are  two  attorneys  in  town,  the  only  two 
who  have  ever  resided  long  in  the  place  ;  Henry  B.  Chase 
and  ilAiuiisoN  G.  IIarihs,  Esquires.  There  are  three  Mores 
and  two  taverns  in  town. 

A  town  Lyceum  was  formed  in  June,  1830,  which  whII  it 
is  hoped  exert  an  influence  in  favour  of  mental  improve- 
ment, the  great  object  for  which  it  is  formed. 


*  Deceased. 


t  Removed. 
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The  fnl]owhi.r  Table,  which  was  taken  from  tlie  records  of  Eicii- 
ARD  BAirj'Li:TT,  Esq.,  will  sliow  the  irii])ortaiit  information  of  the 
opening  of  Spring  on  the  hills  in  Warner;  the  pine  lands  are  read}^ 
for  the  jjlougli  n>sual]y  at  le;ist  a  week  or  ten  days  earlier  ;  this  in- 
dicates t]ic  near  close  of  foddering  time  of  young  cattle  and  shet  p. 
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